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Future Mobility promotes research and innovation collaborations between actors in 
Sweden and the USA within sustainable mobility. 
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1  The offer in brief 
 
With this the offer, we want to support research and innovation activities that contribute 
to sustainable mobility and closer cooperation between Swedish and American actors. 
 
Sustainable mobility is defined as all activities that enable the movement of people and 
goods that are efficient, healthy, climate-neutral, and accessible to all. 
 
The call for proposals has two purposes: 

• Contribute to knowledge development and innovation within sustainable mobility. 
• Contribute to strengthened innovation cooperation between Sweden and the USA. 

 
This is achieved by funding selected bilateral research and innovation projects within 
sustainable mobility that are carried out in collaboration between at least one actor in 
Sweden and one in the USA. The projects must represent new collaborations with good 
development potential. If there is previous collaboration, the project for which funds are 
sought must constitute a substantial further development of the collaboration. 
 
Research organizations, companies, public and non-profit organizations can apply. The 
project coordinator must be based in Sweden. 
 
The maximum amount that can be applied for per project is SEK 1 million. Total budget 
for 2023 and 2024 is SEK 8 million. The project may have a maximum duration of 18 
months. In 2023, there are three opportunities to apply. 
 
The call for proposals is included as part of the Future Mobility platform, which 
promotes cooperation between Sweden and the USA in sustainable mobility. Future 
Mobility includes resources on site in the USA and in Sweden that can help in the 
development of new collaborations, for example in the search for relevant project 
partners. Potential applicants are welcome to contact the management of Future 
Mobility to present and discuss their ideas for collaborative projects. 
Future Mobility | Lindholmen Science Park (for contact details, see also below).  
 
  

https://www.lindholmen.se/en/future-mobility
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The following dates apply to the call for proposals: 
For up-to-date information see  www.vinnova.se. 
 
The call for proposals opens on March 14 and is open until November 30, 2023. Three 
application rounds are held. Each round closes at 14:00 on the specified date. 
 
 Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 
Last application 
date 

11 May 2023 20 September 
2023 

30 November 
2023 

Latest decision 
date 

30 June 2023 7 November 2023 15 January 2024 

Earliest project 
start 

1 July 2023 8 November 2023 16 January 2024 

Latest project 
start 

1 October 15 February 2024 16 April 2024 

Latest project end 31 December 2024 15 May 2025 31 July 2025 
 
Contact persons for the call for proposals:  
Hans Pohl, project manager Future Mobility, contact person in Sweden 
Phone: +46 (0) 708 402 740 
hans.pohl@lindholmen.se 
 
Anders Dalén, Change Agent Future Mobility, contact person i US 
Phone: +1 (650) 334-6387 
anders.dalen@futuremobility.dev    
  
Eric Wallgren, tender manager, Vinnova 
Phone: +46 (0)8 473 30 96 
eric.wallgren@vinnova.se 
 
Administration: 
Lena Dalsmyr, Vinnova 
Phone: +46 (0)8  473 31 61  
Lena.dalsmyr@vinnova.se  
 
Vinnova IT-support: 
Technical questions about Vinnovas e-services 
Phone: +46 (0)8-473 32 99  
helpdesk@vinnova.se  
 
Current information about the call for proposals and a link to Vinnova's e-service for 
applications can be found at www.vinnova.se. 
 

http://www.vinnova.se/
mailto:hans.pohl@lindholmen.se
tel:+16503346387
mailto:anders.dalen@futuremobility.dev
mailto:eric.wallgren@vinnova.se
mailto:Lena.dalsmyr@vinnova.se
mailto:helpdesk@vinnova.se
http://www.vinnova.se/
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2 What do we want to achieve with the funding? 
 
With this the offer we want to support research and innovation activities that contribute 
to sustainable mobility and closer cooperation between actors in Sweden and the USA. 
 
Sustainable mobility is about enabling the movement of people and goods in ways that 
are efficient, healthy and climate neutral and accessible to all. 
 
The call for proposals has two purposes: 

 
• Contribute to knowledge development and innovation within sustainable mobility. 
• Contribute to strengthened innovation cooperation between Sweden and the USA. 
 
This is achieved by funding selected bilateral research and innovation projects within 
sustainable mobility that are carried out in collaboration between at least one actor in 
Sweden and one in the USA. 
 
The projects must represent new collaborations with good development potential. If 
there is previous collaboration, the project for which funds are applied for must 
constitute a substantial further development of the collaboration. 
 
Mutual benefit in Sweden and the USA as well as well-balanced efforts of resources 
are important prerequisites for sustainable collaborations. The development potential 
also refers to how the collaboration is expected to develop after the end of the project. 
 
By establishing collaborations between Sweden and the USA, both innovation systems 
are strengthened. Knowledge transfer is stimulated, and new perspectives are obtained 
on the intended mobility solutions. In addition, resulting innovations are shaped to 
meet a broad market. 
The call for proposals is included as part of the Future Mobility platform, which 
promotes cooperation between Sweden and the USA in sustainable mobility. Future 
Mobility includes resources on site in the USA and Sweden that can help in the 
development of new collaborations, for example in the search for relevant project 
partners. 
 
Future Mobility's representatives in the USA are based in Silicon Valley in California, 
which is a unique innovation environment that offers many opportunities. 
 
Potential applicants are welcome to contact the management of Future Mobility to 
present and discuss their ideas for collaborative projects (for contact details, see 
above). 
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One aspect that Vinnova follows up and assesses is whether both women and men take 
part in the grant in an equal way, participate in and have influence over the project. 
Another aspect involves analyzing and deciding whether there are gender and/or 
gender aspects that are relevant in relation to the project's problem area, solutions and 
utilization.1 This question is mandatory for all applicant and can be found under the 
heading "Project tasks". In this call for proposals these aspects as well as equality and 
social justice are the basis for the assessment of proposal, see assessment criteria under 
7.1. 
Results from research and innovation that are made freely available will provide 
increased opportunity for more people to contribute to solutions to societal challenges. 
The call for proposals should contribute to more results being made freely available to 
everyone and any scientific publication should be done with open access.  
 

3 Who is the call for proposals aimed at? 
 
The call for proposals is aimed at research organizations, companies, public and non-
profit organizations in Sweden and the USA. The project must include at least one actor 
in Sweden and one actor in the USA, of which the project coordinator must have a place 
of business in Sweden. 
 
 
4 What do we finance? 

 Activities for which funding can be applied for 
 
Funding is offered for smaller innovation, test or demonstration projects within 
sustainable mobility where bilateral cooperation is the focus. 
 
In order to strengthen and broaden bilateral cooperation, stays in the USA and Sweden 
can be valuable. Funds can be applied for activities both in Sweden and the USA. 
However, the project coordinator must have a place of business in Sweden. 
 
Vinnova does not finance business development, customer processing, marketing or 
other ordinary business-related activities. Applications that only include one or a couple 
of meetings to investigate whether there are opportunities to create a collaboration have 
little chance of getting funding. 
 
Funding is provided in accordance with § 9 of Vinnova's regulation (2015:208) on state 
aid for research and development and innovation and article 25 of the commission's 

 
1 Read more about what our work for equal innovation means for those of you who seek funding from us: 
Equal funding of innovations | Vinnova   

https://www.vinnova.se/en/m/equal-innovation/
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regulation (EU) no. 651/2014 (GBER). The project's activities must constitute a project 
within "Industrial research", "Experimental development", "Feasibility study" or " 
Support for start-ups". 
Funding to parties that conduct non-economic activities is not considered state aid and 
is granted in accordance with Government ordinance (2009:1101) with instructions for 
the Agency for innovation system. 
 

 Eligible costs  
Our funding takes place through grants. Funding for organizations that carry out 
economic activities is covered by rules on state aid2. The rules govern, among other 
things, which types of costs and what proportion of them that may be covered by 
funding.  
 
The following costs are eligible: 

• Costs of equipment, land and buildings to the extent and during the time they are 
used for the project 

• Costs for consultants and licenses etc 
• Other direct costs 
• Indirect cost 

 
 
5 How much funding do we provide? 
Funding can be provided with a maximum of SEK 1 million.  
 
How much funding a participant can be granted depends, among other things, on the 
size of the organization. The document “Support levels, definitions, etc. for funding”   
clarifies what applies to different size organizations that carry out economic activities. 
Each participant is responsible for ensuring that funding received does not exceed the 
aid intensity permitted according to the rules for state aid. See footnote2 below. 
 
6 Preconditions for review of the proposal 
We will only assess applications that meet the following formal eligibility requirements: 

• At least one actor in Sweden and one in the USA must be included. 
• Coordinator must be a legal person with a Swedish organization number. 
• Proposal must be written in English or Swedish and submitted via Vinnova's e-

services. 

 
2 Read more about government support on our website: Rules for funding | State support for economic 
activities | Vinnova. There you will also find our general terms and conditions for funding and 
instructions for eligible costs: Vinnova's general terms and conditions for funding | Vinnova  

https://www.vinnova.se/en/apply-for-funding/rules-for-our-funding/state-aid-to-companies/
https://www.vinnova.se/en/apply-for-funding/rules-for-our-funding/state-aid-to-companies/
https://www.vinnova.se/en/apply-for-funding/rules-for-our-funding/terms-and-conditions-for-our-funding/
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• Applications must be received no later than 1:59 p.m. on the last application day 
via Vinnovas e-services. 

 
 
 
7 Assessment of received applications 

 What do we assess? 
The project proposal must be in line with the aim of the call. The applications will be 
assessed based on the main criteria potential, implementation, and actors, see below. 
 
The 1-5 scale is used for grading: 1=Inadequate, 2=Weak, 3=Good, 4=Very good, 
5=Excellent. 
 
Potential  
 
The project's potential to contribute to: 
 

• strengthened innovation cooperation between Sweden and the USA. 
• knowledge development and innovation within sustainable mobility. 
• increased equality and equity. 
• long-term sustainable innovation collaborations 

 
Strengthened innovation collaboration means that the project should represent a new 
collaboration with good development potential. If there is previous collaboration, the 
project must constitute a significant further development of the collaboration. Mutual 
benefit in Sweden and the USA as well as balanced efforts of resources are important 
preconditions for long-term sustainable collaborations. 
 
The concept of equality includes gender equality as an important aspect. Furthermore, 
equity is an aspect that is receiving increasing attention. 
 
 
Actors 

• The project constellation's prerequisites for realizing the potential. Is there 
relevant competence, are the networks well connected, is the involvement in the 
project mutual and balanced? 

• How is the project team composed with respect to gender distribution, including 
the distribution of power and influence between women and men? 

 
Feasibility 

• Is the project plan elaborated with realistic and clear objective and activities. 
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• Does the project have efficient and environmentally adapted forms of 
cooperation? 

• Is the budget realistic and what is the added value of funds from Vinnova? 

 How do we assess?  
Applications received are first reviewed with respect to the formal conditions. Only 
applications that meet the formal conditions proceed to assessment. 
 
Formally approved applications are assessed by experts in internationalization and 
sustainable mobility. The assessment criteria appear above under 7.1. The evaluators 
recommend to Vinnova which applications should receive funding. 
 
Vinnova takes a decision and notifies the applicant. 
 
 
8 Decision and Terms  

 About our decisions 
The amount of funding each party in the project is granted is set out in the decision. 
Funding will be granted according to the Ordinance (2015:208) on support for research 
and development and innovation, either as support for "Industrial research", 
"Experimental development", "Feasibility study" or " Support for start-ups". The basis 
for support will be stated in the decision and governs which costs are eligible for 
support. 
 
The decision will be written in Swedish and sent to the project coordinator.  
 
Our decision to approve or reject an application cannot be appealed.  

 Terms for grant funding 
For granted funding, our general terms and conditions3 for funding will apply. The 
terms contain, among other things, rules on project agreements, conditions for payment, 
follow-up, reporting and utilization of project results. Scientific publication must take 
place with open access in accordance with Vinnova's instructions. 
 
For everyone who is granted funding in this the call for proposals the following special 
conditions will also apply: 

• For American companies, a credit report must be approved by Vinnova before 
an application is approved.  

• Payment of funds is made to the project coordinator in Sweden. No funds may 
be paid to the American party until the final report is approved by Vinnova after 
the end of the project.  
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Additional special conditions can be decided for individual projects. 
 
If you do not comply with our terms and conditions, you may be subject to a repayment 
obligation. This also applies if you have been granted funding incorrectly or with too 
high of an amount. 
 
 
9 How to apply    
To apply for funding, you fill in a web-based form in Vinnova's e-service for 
applications, which can be accessed via www.vinnova.se.  There you also upload the 
following attachments3: 

• Project description, i.e. a document that clearly explains why the project is 
needed and how it is intended to be carried out. It is important that the 
assessment criteria according to 7.1 above are clearly considered. The document 
may comprise a maximum of five pages. 

• CV of a maximum of two pages per key person in the project. 
• Credit report for the participating US companies.  

 
Keep in mind that it takes time to prepare a proposal. You can start filling in 
information, save and continue later. When the proposal is ready, you mark it as done. 
You can completely unlock the proposal and make changes at any time, right up until 
the application deadline. 
 
Mark the proposal ready in good time before the call for proposals closes. 
 
When the call for proposals has closed and the proposal has been registered with 
Vinnova, a confirmation will be sent out by e-mail to the person responsible for the user 
account, the project manager and the authorized company signatory/prefect. It may take 
a few hours before you receive the email. 
 
If you have not received a confirmation by e-mail within 24 hours after the call for 
proposals has closed, please contact us. 
 
When the application period has expired, the proposal can only be completed upon 
request from us. 
 

 
3 General terms and conditions can be found on our website, along with help to understand and comply 
with the terms: www.vinnova.se/en/apply-for-funding/rules-for-our-funding/terms-and-conditions-for-
our-funding/  
4 Templates can be found here: Future Mobility - innovationssamarbeten mellan Sverige och USA | 
Vinnova  
  

http://www.vinnova.se/
http://www.vinnova.se/en/apply-for-funding/rules-for-our-funding/terms-and-conditions-for-our-funding/
http://www.vinnova.se/en/apply-for-funding/rules-for-our-funding/terms-and-conditions-for-our-funding/
https://www.vinnova.se/e/future-mobility/future-mobility-innovationssamarbeten-2023-00433/
https://www.vinnova.se/e/future-mobility/future-mobility-innovationssamarbeten-2023-00433/
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10 Who can read the proposal? 
Applications submitted to us become public documents, but we do not release 
information about individuals' business or operating conditions, inventions, and research 
results if it can be assumed that an individual will suffer damage if the information is 
disclosed.   
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