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I. KEY CONCEPTS OF D&E



Research and
Innovation

Why we need D&E?

A better dissemination and exploitation of project results 
contributes to:

 A more effective circulation of new ideas and knowledge 

 An increase of the innovation potential and the creation of 
new business opportunities

 A maximisation of the impact created through R&I 
investment

=> D&E is a catalyser for impact creation of R&I 
investments, European competitiveness and welfare of 
our society



What are project results?

PROJECT RESULTS ARE:

Any tangible or intangible
output generated during the
funded action or project,
such as data, knowledge
and information whatever
their form or nature,
whether or not they can be
protected.
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Educational
materials

Pre-standards

Codes of conduct

Software

Publications

Prototypes

Reports

Skills and knowledge

Research roadmaps

Policy 
recommendations

Data

Project 
results

Research 
communities MS, EU policy 

makers

Civic society, 
citizens

Industry, 
Innovators



What is meant by communication?

* Shortened from http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/reference_terms.html

Is strategically planned with communication
objectives and not only ad-hoc efforts

Demonstrate how EU funding contributes to
tackling societal challenges

Reach out to society as a whole

Uses pertinent messages, right medium and
means

Communication 

Taking strategic and targeted 
measures for promoting the 
action itself and its results to a 
multitude of audiences, 
including the media and the 
public, and possibly engaging 
in a two-way exchange* 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/reference_terms.html


What is meant by dissemination?

* http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/reference_terms.html

Essential element of all good research practice
and vital part of the project plan

Enabling the value of results to be potentially
wider than the original focus

Circulation of knowledge and results to the
ones that can best make use of them

Strengthens and promotes the profile of the
organisation

Dissemination 

Making the results of a project 
public, not only by scientific 
publications in any medium* 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/reference_terms.html


What is meant by exploitation?

* http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/reference_terms.html

Can be commercial, societal, political, or for improving 
public knowledge and action, it also include 
recommendations for policy making

Concretise the value and impact of the R&I 
activity for societal challenges

Make use of the results; recognising exploitable 
results and their stakeholders

Project partners can exploit results themselves, or 
facilitate exploitation by others (e.g. through making 

results available under open licenses) 

Exploitation

The utilisation of results in 
developing, creating and 
marketing a product or 
process, or in creating and 
providing a service, or in 
standardisation activities.*

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/reference_terms.html


Dissemination Exploitation

What is the difference between D and E?

Scientific publication
Policy brief/roadmap

Training
Demonstration

Sharing results on 
online repository

(research data, 
software, reports)

Making results available Facilitating further use of results Making use of results

Spin-off/Start-up
Product
Patent
PhD thesis/post
Standard
Service
Societal activity
Open/copyleft licenses
Further research
Policy change

Describing and making
results available

Audiences that may make
use of results

All results which are not 
restricted due to the 
protection of intellectual
property, security rules or 
legitimate interests.

Grant Agreement art. 29

Utilisation of results, for 
scientific, societal or economic
purposes

Groups and entities that are 
making concrete use of 
results

All results generated
during project (exploitation 
by the project or another
entity)

Grant Agreement art. 28

Innovation management, Copyright management, 
Data management plan, Active stakeholder/user 

engagement.



Why D&E does not always happen? 
Lessons learned through H2020

 Focusing on implementation rather than aligning work with the 
needs of users and stakeholders

 Lack of skills/resources to effectively consider or share the value 
and possible benefits of the results for wider society

 Lack of knowledge of D&E opportunities (e.g. IP issues/solutions, 
awareness of other similar projects)

 Not truly part of the project design!

 Perceiving D&E as "tick boxes", not important for the "real work" of 
the project (research)

 Often interpreted as an activity to be conducted at the end of the 
project to get the final payment



What are the benefits of D&E for the 
beneficiaries

 Improves the quality of research through feedback

 Attracts new talents to join the team

 Provides further international and interdisciplinary collaboration 
opportunities

 Improves access to other funding opportunities

 If commercial exploitation takes place, new source of income

 Contributes to societal goals thereby providing more 
visibility/prestige to the researcher/institution



II. D&E LEGAL BASIS 
AND THE STRATEGY



D&E along the H2020 programme 
and project lifecycle 

Programme 
Drafting

Programme 
Implement

ation

Programme 
Evaluation

Programme 
Preparation
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D&E in legal basis 
H2020, in rules for 

participation

Proposal: 
inclusion of a 
D&E plan and 

D&E included in 
impact criterium

evaluation

Model Grant 
Agreement: 

D&E obligations 
included in Art 

28 and 29

Project 
Reporting: D&E 

indicators

D&E 
enabling 

Policy 
feedback

D&E feeding into 
impact measurement



Strategy for Dissemination and 

D&E Strategy for Horizon 2020 
Paving the way for Horizon Europe

Action plan objectives:

 Capture R&I data and results and make them available;

 Further the uptake and use of R&I  results;

 Use R&I data and results in policy-making; 

 Enable the demonstration of the impact of the R&I 
framework programme

« added value of the EU research and innovation funding »



III. D&E REPORTING
OBLIGATIONS



H2020 periodic report template – Part A

• 6. Dissemination and exploitation of results 
6.1 Scientific publications 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/display/ECResearchGMS/Completing+the

+Publications

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/display/ECResearchGMS/Completing+the+Publications


H2020 periodic report template – Part A

• 6. Dissemination and exploitation of results 
6.2 Dissemination and communication activities 



H2020 periodic report template – Part A

• 6. Dissemination and exploitation of results 
6.3 Intellectual property rights resulting from the project

Part B - Periodic Technical Report [Free text]Part B - Periodic Technical Report [Free text]



H2020 periodic report template – Part A

• 6. Dissemination and exploitation of results 
6.4 Innovation



H2020 periodic report template –
Part B: Periodic Technical Report 

• 2. Update of the plan for exploitation and 
dissemination of result (if applicable) 

Include in this section whether the plan for exploitation 
and dissemination of results as described in the DoA needs 
to be updated and give details.

 Pay enough attention to this section, don't leave
it blank or incomplete

 Include (especially in final report), forward
looking element (what after project finalisation)



IV. D&E TOOLS AND 
GUIDELINES



D&E toolbox

 H2020 Dashboard 

 Projects for Policy (P4P)

 Innovation Radar (IR)

 CORDIS

 NEW in 2019: 
 H2020 Impact Award

 The common D&E "Booster”
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H2020 Dashboard 

 Frequently refreshed, one click stop shop for H2020 data

 Modern visual analytics (data discovery tool, maps, graphs) 

 Useful for monitoring, (regional) analysis, evaluation

 H2020 Implementation data:

o Proposals – aggregate data on proposal subscription, 
requested EU funding

o Projects – aggregated view and detailed view



Accessible through Participant Portal: 
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/projectresults/i
ndex.html
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https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/projectresults/index.html


2. Projects for Policy (P4P): 

 an initiative aiming at using research and 
innovation project results to shape policy making, 
in other words to support evidence based policy-
making

 Assessment of a portfolio of projects in a 
particular policy area on its collective results and 
impact resulting in a concise report including a 
number of concrete policy recommendations

 https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-
innovation/strategy/support-policy-
making/scientific-support-eu-policies/p4p_en 25

https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/support-policy-making/scientific-support-eu-policies/p4p_en


3. Innovation Radar (IR)

 A data-driven methodology to deliver intelligence on

o The innovations emerging from the projects

o The innovators: who and where?

o Market readiness: how can we help to get to the market? 

 Structured systematic data 

 Not topic-specific approach (applicable for entire H2020 programme)

 Advantages for the beneficiaries:

o An expert assessment on your project innovations

o Identify your needs/barriers to go-to-market

o Matchmaking with partners, investors

o Explore the innovation landscape in your country/region, field

 Innovation Radar Price, winners will be announced on 6 december

www.innoradar.eu
26

http://www.innoradar.eu/


3. Innovation Radar (IR)

27



 The point of reference to seek information on EC funded 
research projects, public available

 Focus on dissemination

 Products and services offered:
o Publishable summaries for H2020

o Results Packs

o Enhanced Results in Brief

o H2020 public deliverables and Publications

o Upcoming: Patents (FP7, H2020),  a renewed website with better
visualisation and search functionalities (introduction of taxonomy)…

 Offers support for accessing Open Air results (search interface)

 Satisfaction survey on CORDIS tools and services: 
Please participate through PP!!!

https://cordis.europa.eu/home_fr.html

4. CORDIS 

https://cordis.europa.eu/home_fr.html


5. D&E Boosters 

 A free service for H2020 beneficiaries to support 
them in their D&E activities

 2 pilot boosters for Common Exploitation Booster 
(CEB) -closed, and Common Dissemination 
Booster (CDB) -ongoing

 It is NOT:

 An additional funding for D&E

 Doing the D&E activities instead of the projects 

29



5. D&E Boosters 

 Common Exploitation Booster (ended april ‘18):

 Services delivered: 193 services to FP7 & H2020 
projects, involving 1872 organisations (both 
private and public) 

 Common Dissemination Booster (until July ‘19):

 Bottom-up cluster approach

 52 project groups (225 H2020, 40 FP7 projects)

 51 out of 141 services delivered

 Positive response from beneficiaries

30



5. NEW D&E Boosters 

 New procurement in progress (4-yrs FWC) 
offering number of similar and new types of D&E 
services to beneficiaries

 New calls for expression of interest to open in 
2019

 Notification through the Participant Portal 

 NCPs will be asked to encourage projects/clusters 
with D&E potential to apply

31



Resources supporting beneficiaries

 Resources currently accessible for beneficiaries

H2020 online manual & Participant portal

 Dissemination and Exploitation – to be expanded with
more concrete guidance on D&E

 Open Access and Data Management

 Communication

 H2020 Glossary

 Presentation of the Coordinators day on D&E

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/ho
me.html

IPR helpdesk 

 Guidance 

 Helpline 

 Trainings 

 New guidance on Communication, Dissemination and 
Exploitation under development

 Dissemination towards potential users of results

https://www.iprhelpdesk.eu/

CORDIS

 Publishable summaries

 Enhanced results-in-brief

 Results packs

 Public H2020 deliverables (from 
September 2017 onwards)

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/home.html
https://www.iprhelpdesk.eu/


Research and
Innovation

33

Katrien.rommens@ec.europa.eu

Thank you !

mailto:Arya-Marie.Ba-Trung@ec.europa.eu

