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CBE JU 2026 call:
Introduction
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+

€2 billion
public-private initiative
advancing a competitive 
bioeconomy for a 
sustainable future

Launched in 
2021, 

operates until 
2031

Part of Horizon 
Europe 

programme

Supporting 
European 

bioeconomy

Building on 
the success of 
its predecessor 

BBI JU

Circular Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking
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Accelerate the innovation 
process and development 
of bio-based innovative
solutions

Accelerate market 
deployment of the existing 
mature and innovative 
biobased solutions

Ensure a high level of 
environmental 
performance of bio-based 
industrial systems
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CBE JU general objectives
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CSA: Coordination and Support Actions (no link with TRLs)

Types of supported projects
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CBE JU-funded projects in numbers

220
projects

1,700
participants

1.3 billion
invested in projects

45
countries

68%

8%

12%

12%

Higher education establishments

Data: CORDA, June 2025

Research centres
Private companies
Other

Small and medium-sized enterprises

Universities & research centres

57%

6%

14%

23%

35%

24% 37%

38%

Participants Funding
2014-2025
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CBE JU 2026 call:
Timeline
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Proposal submission

823 April 2026 22 Sept 2026
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Proposal evaluation

923 April 2026 22 Sept 2026 mid-Jan 2027
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Grant agreement & project start

1023 April 2026 22 Sept 2026 estimated project start:
May-June 2027mid-Jan 2027
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CBE JU 2026 call:
Topics
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CBE JU call 2026: 13 topics & their budget
M EUR 
/ grant

Nr. of 
grantsTopics HORIZON-JU-CBE-2026Type of 

action
201Boosting biorefinery competitiveness through biotechIAFlag-01

IA–
Flagship

201SSbD bio-based alternatives for fertilising and/or crop protection productsIAFlag-02
201SSbD bio-based solutions for home and/or personal careIAFlag-03

201Diversification of nutritional food ingredient sources for increased EU resilience and strategic 
autonomy

IAFlag-04

72Biotech routes for valorisation of residual biomassIA-01

IA
72Bio-based additives as alternatives to unlock and increase recyclability and/or biodegradabilityIA-02
72Bio-based chemicals and/or materials from woody residuesIA-03
72High-performance, circular-by-design, bio-based thermosetsIA-04
72Films and coatings for circular packagingIA-05

3.252Addressing separation and purification challenges in biorefineriesR-01
RIA 3.252SSbD bio-based polymers from alternative sourcesR-02

3.252Develop breakthrough and sustainable bio-based (man-made and/or modified natural) textile fibresR-03
1.21Supporting industry in the switch to sustainable and circular bio-based products and processesS-01CSA

170.7Total call budget (M EUR)
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CBE JU 2026 call:
Preparing a proposal -
Requirements
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Submission: EU Funding & Tenders Portal

Call HORIZON-JU-CBE-2026

 single stage call

F&TP: https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
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Similarities and differences with HE

Funding rate
• RIA: 100%
• IA: 60% (100% non-profit)
• CSA: 100%

Page limit
• RIA: 50 pages
• IA: 70 pages
• CSA: 30 pages

Scoring thresholds
• Excellence: 3/5
• Impact: 4/5
• Implementation: 3/5
• Total: 11/15

In-kind contribution to operational 
activities (IKOP)
additional Impact criterion: 
IKOP ≥ RIA 5% - IA 15% - IAFlag 20%
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Preparation: CBE JU website

Open call for proposals 2026

 Overview of call & topics

 Link to Annual Work Programme 2026:

- complete topic texts

- call conditions & requirements

 FAQ for applicants

 Links to CBE JU’s Strategic Research and 

Innovation Agenda (SRIA), the Horizon Online 

Manual, and more…

https://www.cbe.europa.eu/
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Topic structure

Annual Work Programme 2026:
https://www.cbe.europa.eu/open-
calls-proposals
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Topic structure

the change to be 
achieved

the problem to be 
solved

Annual Work Programme 2026:
https://www.cbe.europa.eu/open-
calls-proposals
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Proposal parts

• Part A (administrative)

• generated by the IT system with the administrative information you have included (partners…)

• Part B (project plan)

• 3 sections corresponding to 3 evaluation criteria Excellence, Impact and Implementation

• specific template for different type of actions (IA, RIA, CSA) – download from F&TP

• Annexes

• RIA, IA incl. IA-Flagship: BIC membership certificates – must be requested with BIC

• IA-Flagship: Business plan – download template from F&TP

• (optional ‘In-Kind Contributions to Additional Activities (IKAA)’ annex for IA incl. IA-Flagships: 

download template from F&TP)

Essential
for IKOP!
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Proposal template (Part B)

Download from your draft proposal page in F&TP

One document, duplicated:

1. Template with instructions: 

- Editorial instructions: page limit, allowed 

formatting…

- Definitions

- Sections Excellence, Impact and Implementation: 

Detailed descriptions of what to include where

- Descriptions of annexes to include

2. Template without instructions: 

- Empty template to draft proposal
Specific 

requirements
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CBE JU 2026 specific requirements

Section in Part BType of actionSpecific CBE JU requirement
1.2 MethodologyRIA and IA, incl. FLAGBio-based feedstock description
1.2 Methodology + 
3.1 Workplan & resources

RIA and IA, incl. FLAGEnvironmental performance, circularity and 
sustainability assessment: ex-ante and ex-post

1.2 MethodologyAll types of actionsMulti-actor approach (MAA)
1.2 MethodologyRIA and IA, incl. FLAGDigital technologies
1.2 MethodologyAll types of actionsCross-disciplinary aspects 
2.1 Pathways to impactIAs, incl. FLAGSocio-economic impacts
2.2 Measures to maximise impact 

Annex (Business plan, FLAG)

RIA and IA

FLAG

FLAG

Business case, business model

Executive summary of business plan

Business plan
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CBE JU 2026 call
Tips to submit a successful proposal
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Proposal template (Part B)

1. Excellence

2. Impact

3. Implementation

Proposal

Expected 
outcomes

Scope

Topic

• Objectives & ambition

• Methodology

• Pathways to impact

• Measures to maximise impact

• Workplan & resources

• Consortium capacity
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Tips for a successful proposal

1. Excellence

2. Impact

3. Implementation

24

1. Refer explicitly to topic’s Scope 

bullet points

1. Stand out with clarity, e.g. on TRL

2. Present as a narrative:
Based on the following concepts,
we plan to use methods A, 
to go via B, to C. 
We see challenges X,
but plan to overcome them by Y.

2. Quantify your targets

1. Objectives & ambition

2. Methodology

3. Pathways to impact

4. Measures to maximise impact

5. Workplan & resources

6. Consortium capacity
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Tips for a successful proposal

1. Excellence

2. Impact

3. Implementation

25

3. Describe pathways to impact

3. Refer explicitly to topic Expected 

outcome bullet points

3. Support your claims by numbers

4. Dedicate special time & attention to 

the business part & check the 

definitions in the AWP2026

1. Objectives & ambition

2. Methodology

3. Pathways to impact

4. Measures to maximise impact

5. Workplan & resources

6. Consortium capacity
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Tips for a successful proposal

1. Excellence

2. Impact

3. Implementation

26

5. Ensure 100% consistency of work  

descriptions in all parts of the proposal

5. Be open and complete about risks & 

pair with specific mitigation measures

6. Build a strong consortium

1. Objectives & ambition

2. Methodology

3. Pathways to impact

4. Measures to maximise impact

5. Workplan & resources

6. Consortium capacity
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• Funding & tender Opportunities Portal (partner search announcement; 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal)  

• BIC networking (https://biconsortium.eu/membership)

• CBE JU networking platform (https://www.cbe.europa.eu/networking-platform)
o Open, and will remain open until (at least) call closure on 22 Sep 2026

o ‘Find & be found’

 Partner search & expressing interest in on or more topics; 

 Presentation of project ideas

 Showcasing / offering your expertise

 Direct messaging & scheduling B2B meetings

Networking opportunities
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• IKOP?

• all types of actions except CSA

• evaluation: ≥ threshold RIA 5% - IA 15% - IA-Flagship 20% 

• = Total eligible costs - total requested funding, of BIC members

IKOP and BIC membership

• BIC membership

• Membership certificate: requested with BIC before call deadline

• Certificates annexed to proposal (single pdf of all ‘membership certificates’ of the consortium)

• ‘Project membership’: temporary membership option, (only) relevant for CBE JU Calls: the 

entity commits to become a BIC member if their proposal is successful
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RIA
IKOP = Total eligible costs – Requested EU contribution (only from BIC members)
Criterion: ≥ 5% IKOP

IKOP calculation: example 1

IKOPRequested EU 
contribution

Max. 
funding 

rate

Total 
eligible 
costs

Industry / 
Academia

BIC 
member

€ 2,000,000100%€ 2,000,000industryYBeneficiary 1 - Coordinator

€ 590,000100%€ 590,000 academiaNBeneficiary 2

€ 300,000 € 400,000100%€ 700,000industryYBeneficiary 3
(BIC member)

€ 300,000100%€ 300,000 industryNBeneficiary 4
€ 800,000 100%€ 800,000 academiaNBeneficiary 5

€ 300,000 € 4,990,000 € 4,390,000TOTAL

Percentage IKOP = € 300,000
€ 4,390,000 = 6,8%  > 5% 

membership & IKOP only 
counted for annexed 

certificates!

requested EU contribution to 
be reduced manually in the 
budget ! (particularly RIA)
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IA-Flagship
IKOP = Total eligible costs – Requested EU contribution (only from BIC members)
Criterion: ≥ 20% IKOP

IKOP calculation: example 2

IKOPRequested EU 
contribution

Max. 
funding 

rate

Total 
eligible 
costs

Industry / 
Academia

BIC 
member

€ 2,800,000 € 4,200,00060%€ 7,000,000industryYBeneficiary 1 - Coordinator
(BIC member)

€ 590,000100%€ 590,000 academiaNBeneficiary 2

€ 2,000,000 € 3,000,00060%€ 5,000,000industryYBeneficiary 3
(BIC member)

€ 1,800,00060%€ 3,000,000 industryNBeneficiary 4
€ 800,000100%€ 800,000 academiaNBeneficiary 5

€ 4,800,000 € 10,390,000 € 16,390,000TOTAL

Percentage IKOP = € 4,800,000
€ 16,390,000 = 29,3%  > 20%
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Start early! 
There is a correlation between earlier proposal creation date (in the Funding & Tenders 
Portal) and higher evaluation result

Don’t lose “easy” points
• Don’t forget an explicit topic requirement, for example to include in the workplan a 

dedicated task for SSbD
• Double check IKOP calculation in the proposal budget table and ensure consistency 

with the annexed BIC annexes
o IKOP counted only for demonstrated BIC members !
o Participant’s identifier code must be identical in proposal and BIC certificate !

Every single word in topic text counts !   Every single requirement counts !

Final tips
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