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Policy mapping
Information has been collected by national 
research organisations in the 31 countries 
covered by this mapping project.
The national partners are members of the C-
map team and/or members of the European 
Network for Social and Economic Research-
ENSR.
Oxford Research provided the partners with a 
“shopping list” enabling us to collect the same 
kind of information from all countries.
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Dissemination

The country reports are published on the 
www.clusterobservatory.eu
The summary report can be found on the same 
place.
This presentation summarises the 
findings,presents some conclusions and raises 
some questions.

http://www.clusterobservatory.eu/
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For many countries cluster policies 
is a fairly new approach
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Cluster policy is becoming more 
important
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Policy paper where cluster is a part?
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Cluster policy is not on the top of the 
agenda
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Variety of ministries responsible
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Clusters as a framework for other 
policies

With some exceptions, clusters do not play 
important roles as frameworks for national 
policy related to innovation and technology, 
regional economic development and 
entrepreneurship and SME. The areas 
where clusters play the most prominent 
role are science and education. 
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Cluster as a policy framework
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National agencies and 
programmes
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75 national or state-level cluster 
agencies have been identified
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69 national cluster programmes 
identified 
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Regional policy and 
programmes
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All countries have cluster programmes on a national 
and/or regional level
Cluster policy is getting more important over time.
Clusters do generally not play an important role in 
national policy, but there are some important exceptions.
Cluster policy is to some extent a “stand alone”-policy.  
Can the potential of clusters be further exploited if other 
policies also use clusters as their “point of gravitation”?
Can thematic policies become more effective of they use 
clusters as their “turning point”?

Some conclusions and two 
questions
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