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Political Context of the Spanish Presidency

× New Treaty calling for a new partnership between the Union and the 

MS

× New Commission with a new Commissioner and a mandate for a 

horizontal approach towards research and innovation

× End of the Lisbon cycle ïnew EU2020 strategy

× Economic and financial crisis



Political framework in R&I: The three I ´ s

INVOLVEMENT INCLUSION

ÅIntegrated ERA 
landscape 
ÅBring RD&I 

policies to the 
forefront of the 

European Strategy

INTEGRATION

+

ERA

Commitment with 
the integration of 
Knowledge and 

Innovation

INTEGRATION

Better coordination 
of the European, 

National and 
intergovernmental 
policies to face the 
grand challenges 

of the future

Science and 
Innovation as key 
elements for the 

promotion of social 
cohesion and the 

fight against 
poverty



Priorities in the area of Research and Innovation

1. Foster the further development of the European Research 

Area (ERA)

2. Enhance the interaction between research and innovation

3. Emphasize the social dimension of ERA



Priorities in the area of Research and Innovation, I

1. Foster the further development of ERA - ERA in the EU 2020 strategy 

Å ERA Governance: new CREST mandate

Å Researchers: Mobility and career development, joint work with 

EPSCO

Å ERC: Evaluation of mechanisms and structures

Å Simplification of participation in FP

Å Research Infrastructures ( RIs ): enhance open access and use

Å Joint Programming: identify and work on new initiatives, develop 

framework conditions and governance 



2. Enhance the interaction between research and 

innovation:

Å European Innovation Plan 

Å PPPs: for research and innovation

Å Synergies btw programmes to foster research and 

innovation SF ïFP ïCIP

Priorities in the area of Research and Innovation, II


